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Matthew Grubb 

raised $274 for 

the Fall Fundraiser 

that took place in 

September.  As the 

top seller, he won 

the $20 cash prize.   

 On Thursday, October 29th, Mr. 

Wood, Mr. Eaton, Ms. Tatum, and 

Ms. Hilliker attended the Twitter for 

Educators Class at Stuart Elementary 

School. This class was taught by Dr. 

Cyndi Williams.  

 During this class, administrators 

and educators  learned how to imple-

ment Twitter in the classroom, and to 

use as a Public Relations resource for 

school and community connections. 



 

 

Title I Teacher, Mrs. Pratt sponsored a Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Research “Penny Drive” during the month of September.  The 

classes raising the most money were treated to an ice cream 

party.  Mr. Eaton’s sixth grade homeroom topped the compe-

tition, with Mrs. Terry’s third grade class coming in second 

and Mrs. Frogel’s preschoolers in third. 

 

Altogether, Meadows of Dan students collected over $300 to 

help researchers at the Pediatric Brain Tumor Research Foun-

dation in Asheville, North Carolina fight this deadly cancer. 

PENNY DRIVE 



 

 

On Tuesday, October 6th, students visited the Meadows of Dan Fire Depart-

ment to learn about fire safety procedures both at home and school. Students 

also toured the Fire Safety Mobile to learn how to evacuate safely in case of a 

fire at their home. 



 

 

 On Thursday, October 15th, 36 students were inducted into the Meadows of 

Dan Chapter of the National Junior Beta Club. To be a member of the National Junior 

Beta Club, students must maintain a GPA of 3.40, and demonstrate positive charac-

ter and citizenship.  Chapter President, Jordan Haas addressed members on key 

characteristics of being a Beta Club member. Ms. Sierra Hutchins, Secretary of the 

Sr. Beta Club at PCHS provided the Key Note Address. We would like to congratulate 

all of our National Junior Beta Club Members! Keep up the great work! 

Congratulations to the 2015-

2016 Officers of the  Meadows 

of Dan Chapter of the National 

Junior Beta Club. 



 

 

 Meadows of Dan Elementary School’s Title I teacher, Mrs. 

Pratt held the first “Read-Aloud-to-a-Child Night” for this school 

year on Tuesday, October 27, 2015. There were approximately 45 

people in attendance.   Parents and students were treated to a 

wonderful meal and entertained by teachers reading some of 

their favorite books. 

 

Students were mesmerized by The Bedhead, read by Mrs. Ter-

ry; Miss Nelson is Missing Again, read by Mrs. Collins; I Can 

Read It with My Eyes Shut, read by Mrs. McKinney; and Char-

lie the Caterpillar, read by Mrs. Pratt.  

 

Read Aloud to a Child Night 



 

 

Read Aloud to a Child Night Continued... 



 

 

 All Students have been preparing for our 
winter art showcase at the December PTO 
meeting. Pictured below are some examples 
of pottery that the students in grades 4-7 have 
created. These items will be on sale to fund a 
potter's wheel for the art room! It is not too 
late to write permission for your student to 
sell their work!  
     Thank you, 

     Mrs. Grace Helms 



 

 

5th Grade: Beginning band students have learned their first 5 notes and 

are working on their first song, Mary Had a Little Lamb. Please ask 

them to play it for you at home! Christmas is nearly upon us. Students 

will begin preparing their program to be performed at the Christmas PTO 

on Friday, December 11th. This is their very first performance, so please 

bring family and friends to support them! 

 

Elementary Band Night: The 6th/7th grade band students were invited 

to come play with the PCHS Marching Cougar band on October 23rd at 

the last home football game of the season. This was an exciting evening 

for these students as they got cheer on our Patrick County Cougars. Go 

Cougars! 

 

6th/7th Christmas Concert: 6th/7th Grade Christmas Concert will be at 

PCHS in the Auditorium on Tuesday, December 15th at 6:30pm. More 

information about this performance will be sent home. 

BAND NEWS 



 

 

Texting and Children 

By Leah Davies, M.Ed. 

Texting among children has increased dramatically and has become such an important part of children’s social lives that parents are 

concerned. Parents frequently know little about the content of the texts and with whom the child is texting. As a result many parents 

feel extraneous and that texting undermines their influence. 

There are some positives to text messaging. Texting can contribute to a child’s feeling of belonging. Being able to text can help shy chil-

dren become more outgoing. Texting is a concise and easy way to keep in contact with friends, as well as to check in with parents. In an 

emergency, texting can be extremely important. 

Parental apprehension occurs when children become seemingly addicted to texting and less involved in face-to-face communication. 

Also, excessive texting may lead to poor spelling habits, inability to concentrate, and incomplete school work. Children report that once 

they send a text message, they expect to receive a response right away, and if they do not, they often become anxious. Others report 

that they feel abandoned and unable to give attention elsewhere when they are not “connected.” Texting can also create misunder-

standings since the receiver cannot view the sender’s facial expressions, body language, or hear the tone of his or her voice. 

What can parents do to balance the use of cell phones and texting with their goal of raising responsible, well-adjusted children? 

1. Model limited use of technology. Sherry Turkle, a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology wrote, “Children have 

always competed for their parents’ attention, but this generation has experienced something new. Previously, children had to deal with 

parents being off with work, friends, or each other. Today, children contend with parents who are physically close, tantalizingly so, yet 

mentally elsewhere.” 1 If parents want to influence their child’s behavior and future success, they need to take time to listen and give 

undivided attention. 

2. Be aware of the variety of devices available. 

3. Decide which type of cell phone, if any, is appropriate for the age of your child. 

4. Control usage by purchasing plans with limited minutes for calling and texting, or by monitoring your child’s access. 

5. Consider linking the privilege of phone usage with responsibilities like completing homework, chores, etc. 

6. Discuss the necessity of using caution when texting or sending photos since they are not private and may be shared with people 

your child does not know. 

7. Instill an awareness that sending hurtful or untrue messages can have serious consequences for both the sender and the child or 

children who are being discussed. 

8. Take time to express interest in your child’s friends and in the messages he or she sends. 

9. Limit times and places where your child can use electronic devices since maintaining open parent-child communication is essential. 

Insist that your child refrain from texting during short car trips, during family dinners, when adults are speaking directly to him or her, 

etc. 

10. Encourage your child’s interest and participation in various activities: athletics, drama, photography, art, crafts, sewing, playing a 

musical instrument, singing, dancing, reading, volunteering, etc. 

11. Provide quality family interaction time by eating together, taking walks, playing games, etc. 

Foster “technology free” times when your child can reflect on his or her life, feelings, friends, and identity. 

Advancing technology can make it difficult to guide and raise children today, but with much listening, patience, love and a willingness to 

provide limits, children can grow into empathic, responsible, healthy adults. 

1Sherry Turkle, Alone Together, Why We Expect More from Technology and Less from Each Other (New York: Basic Books, A Member of 

the Perseus Books Group, 2011), 267. 

 Source:  http://www.kellybear.com/ParentTips/ParentTip11.html  

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 



 

 

Star Trip to Laurel Fork Park 



 

 

LAUREL FORK PARK CONTINUED... 



 

 

TWIN DAY 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Sunday, November 1-Daylight Savings Time ends 

Wednesday, November 4-Make-up pictures 

Friday, November 6-Early Release, End of  2nd grading period 

Wednesday, November 11-Veterans Day, No School 

Thursday, November 12-PTO Meeting, Students Line Dancing 

Friday, November 13-Veterans Breakfast and Assembly 

Friday, November 13-Family Movie Night 

Friday, November 20-Fall Dance: Jr. Beta 

Wednesday, November 25-Early Release 

Thursday, November 26-Thanksgiving Day, No School 

Thursday, November 27-No School 

Saturday, November 28-Meadows of  Dan Christmas Parade 

 

Note: Afterschool Tutoring & Conditioning is held on Tues-

day and Thursday afternoons on days that school is in ses-

sion. 


